
Rockwall All-District Choir Handbook 

 

Welcome to the Rockwall All-District Choir 

Congratulations on becoming a member of the Rockwall All-District Choir. We are excited to 

welcome you and your family into the program. You will be involved in a quality organization 

and our culture of excellence. This program is created to provide 5th and 6th graders an 

opportunity to perform as members of a District-wide Honor Choir. As a result of this experience 

we hope that you will develop a great love of choral music that will last a lifetime. 

As members of the Rockwall All-District Choir, students learn about dedication and the value of 

participating in an exemplary performing group. By working together, each student becomes an 

important part of a singing ensemble, experiencing the joys of hard work and outstanding 

performances.  

In order to maintain high standards of excellence and to ensure that the organization of a choir 

of more than one hundred members runs smoothly, it is essential for each family to keep this 

handbook in a convenient place so that you can easily access all of the necessary and important 

information concerning the procedures, guidelines, and activities of the chorus. 

 
Communications 

At the beginning of school, you will receive a calendar that includes all rehearsal and 

performance dates. Reminders and other important choir information will be administered in 

three ways: 

1) Notes will be sent home periodically with each member at rehearsals. 
2) Emails will be sent out to all members and parents through CUT TIME upon parent 

registration.  
3) Reminders will be sent through REMIND, upon parent’s registration. 
4) Notices will always be posted on the Rockwall ISD Fine Arts 

Website: rockwallisd.com/All-DistrictChoir  

5) Copies of all written communications will be sent to the Rockwall All-District Choir email 
address book. 

If you have any other questions, please contact your home campus Elementary Music 

Teacher or any of the All-District Choir Directors. 
 

Jan Stonestreet, APHE, 214-289-1642, jan.stonestreet@rockwallisd.org  

Heather Fisher, Shannon El, 972-689-8052, heather.fisher@rockwallisd.org  

Oscar Padilla, Cain MS, 214-797-5808, oscar.padilla@rockwallisd.org  

Chris Kosterman, RISD Fine Arts, 972-741-6176, chris.kosterman@rockwallisd.org  

 

Goals of the Rockwall All-District Choir 

 To give students a positive choral experience that will foster a life-long love of music. 

 To provide students the opportunity to develop superior choral skills and musicianship 

through outstanding performance opportunities. 

 To demonstrate the importance of self-discipline in a choral setting. 

 To have each choir member recognize his or her abilities, experience a sense 
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of achievement, and grow in self-esteem. 

 To encourage members to be leaders in their local school Honor Choir. Students who 
audition for All-District are encouraged to be members of their own school’s Honor Choir. 

 
Expectations of Members 

 
Because Rockwall All-District Choir members learn a large amount of music each 

year, it is essential that our time together is used wisely. We need each member to: 

 
1. Be in regular attendance. Please notify a director in writing (or in an email) prior to 

any absence if it is at all possible. 

2. Please be sure to use the restroom and get a drink prior to rehearsal so that you 

are on time and ready to sing for each rehearsal. 

3. Stay focused and actively engaged during rehearsals and performances. 

4. Follow the director’s instructions. 

5. Please stay in your assigned position. 

6. Please don’t eat, drink or chew gum during rehearsals and performances. Students 
may have water with them during rehearsal. 

7. Respect the property on the campuses where we rehearse or perform. 

8. Students may not use cell phones during rehearsals. 

9. Maintain a 70 or above in all subjects on your report card. 

10. Stay informed of important information concerning All-District Choir events. 

Failure to follow through with these expectations could result in dismissal from the performing 

group. 
 

Parents: Please check each week with your child to see if a note or word sheet comes 

home after rehearsal. Also, please remember to check the website for updates in the 

schedule at rockwallisd.com/All-District Choir or in CUT TIME.   
 

Pre-Season Activities 
 

Useful and Important Information 
 

Choir Camp: We will start the year off with a mini choir camp on August 6th and 7th.  Camp will 

go from 8:30 to noon on both days.  Here students will get their voice part assignments, order 

uniforms, and learn music for their first performance. 

Regular Rehearsals 

Schedule and location: Regular rehearsals are scheduled on Monday 

afternoons, twice a month from 5:00 till 6:30 at SPRINGER ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL.   

Arrival and pick-up guidelines: Directors will provide drop-off and pick-up instructions 

for students. Please respect directors and be mindful of the safety of your child by 

picking up your child in a timely manner. In case of emergency, please call one of the 

Directors. Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 
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Performances 

Schedule: Students and parents will receive a calendar of rehearsals and performances at the 

beginning of school.  They will find regular posts and updates in CUT TIME and on the Rockwall 

ISD Fine Arts website. Also, students will receive a note to take home at a rehearsal preceding a 

performance which will provide addresses and directions for performances. 

Audience Etiquette: At the end of this handbook is a page listing some guidelines for 

audience behavior. Thank you for taking the time to look over this list and setting a good 

example for our students. 

Attendance Policies 

Importance of regular attendance: Each member of the choir must strive for perfect 

attendance so that the group can perform at its best each time. Students unable to attend a 

rehearsal or performance will do their best to notify one of the directors prior to the absence. 

Rehearsal Prior to Performance: Students who miss the final rehearsal prior to a concert will 

not be allowed to perform for that event. Any exception will be approved by the Head Director 

and will be evaluated on an individual basis. 

Illnesses and emergencies: If a child and must stay home, parents are asked to notify the 

directors. If a student is unable to notify directors or if she/he has excessive absences, the 

student may not be prepared to sing with the group at a concert event. Two absences within a 

semester may be considered excessive. 

Students who are involved in a school performance that will cause them to miss an All-District 

rehearsal or performance will be excused. School performances and fifth grade camps will not 

count as absences if prior notification is given. 

 

Uniforms: 

Formal Concert Attire: Black tuxedo pants, black socks, black dress shoes, tuxedo style shirt 

with pleats running up and down the front with triangle point collars, black bow tie and black 

cummerbund.   

Girls Formal Concert Attire: Black, evening length dress, black CLOSED TOE dress shoes with low 

or no heels (for comfort and balance). No jewelry, ribbons in hair or headbands are allowed. To 

insure the All-District Choir’s uniformity, all hair accessories should be plain and blend with hair 

color. 

Informal Concert Attire: All-District Choir t-shirt with blue jeans, belt, tennis shoes and socks. 

Shirts are to be worn tucked in. 

All uniform fittings and ordering will be taken at Mini-Camp.  

 

Financial Obligations 

The Rockwall All-District Choir program is supported by Rockwall ISD. It is the hope that all 

choir members will be able to continue their participation with the choir, even in the event of 

personal financial need. Parents will be asked to visit with their home campus Elementary 

Music Teacher or one of the directors at any time during the year if they feel that finances 



might limit a child’s involvement with the choir. 

 

Student Fees ($65 maximum) 

Supply Fee: The Rockwall All-District Choir program will provide most supplies throughout the 

year. Each member of the group pays a $15 supply fee annually to help offset the costs involved. 

If you are unable to pay the $15 supply fee, please advise your Director and they will try to help. 

T-shirt fee: Choir members are required to purchase an All-District Choir t-shirt each year. These 

shirts are printed with the logo of the chorus on the front and the back and are worn with blue 

jeans as concert attire for less formal performances. The cost for a new shirt is $5. 

Formal concert attire: Directors will order girls’ dresses for each new girl, and black tuxedo 

pants, white tuxedo shirt, cumber bund and bow tie for each new boy. Returning members do 

not have to buy new formal attire if their uniform still fits. Total cost for formal attire is $45. 

Once Uniforms have been ordered, fees are non-refundable. 

 

The Directors of the Rockwall All-District Choir and all of the Rockwall ISD Elementary Music 

Teachers would like to thank you for entrusting your child’s music education to us. We 

consider ourselves fortunate to work with this dedicated groups of students. We look 

forward to an amazing and successful year together. 
  



 

 

Audience Etiquette 

In addition to having performance opportunities, choir members will, sometimes, be members 

of the audience along with their family members. Below are important guidelines for audience 

etiquette. 

1. Enter the auditorium quietly and only between songs; never during the performance of 

a selection. 

2. Clap only when the conductor’s hands move down to his/her side. This gesture indicates 

the end of a piece. Sounds such as whistling, booing, yelling or hissing are never 

appropriate at a formal concert. 

3. Limit talking to between songs, never during a selection. 

4. Plan to remain for the entire concert. Choir members who must leave early will need to 

bring a parent note to the director prior to concert day. People who move about during 

a performance are distracting, not only to other members of the audience but also to 

the performers and conductor on stage. 

5. Please refrain from taking any photographs during a performance. Flash photos are a 

distraction to the audience, conductor and performers. Photo moments may be done 

before or after the concert. Directors typically give time for photos at the performance. 

6. One family member is strongly encouraged to attend each performance. All family 

members and friends are welcome to attend. However, fussy infants and small children 

can become distracting to all. Please be considerate of others during concert situations, 

and take children out of the concert area until they are able to listen quietly. 

7. Cell phones can cause the audience or performers to be distracted and can ruin an 

artistic moment in a concert. As with a movie theatre, a formal concert is not the place 

to take phone calls, text messages, surf the web, or play a game. If you must take a 

phone call, please do so between performance selections outside the auditorium. 

 

Remember to always silence or turn off cell phones to eliminate unwanted ring tones. 
 


